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EXCERPTS FROM SWP NC PLENUM DISCUSSION ON THE POLITICAL REPORT

February 27, 1970

Weinstein: There's only one area of Jack's report that I
have a question on, and I'll deal with that. That is, his
discussion around the question of the Chicano movement and
the very unusual formulation that he used in his report that
leaves a big question mark in my wind as to what it neans., I
think I know what it means, but it's not clear. The phrase
that I'm referring to seems to indicate a line that we should
have the perspective of urging the formation of an independent
Chicano party. How let me txry to put this into some context,
so the comrades might have some idea about what I'm talking
about,

A cdispute has arisen in the Bay «rea over the question of
whether the S!7P's call for the formation of = Chicano party is
an established line of the party. I appear to be a very small
minority in the Bay 4rea on this question. s a matter of fact,
I can't remewber where the party ever acted to take such a
position,

liany of the comrades have argued that it flows naturally
from our position on the Black question, and our call for an
independent Black party. I don't think so., I haven't been
convinced., I want to make something clear, comrades, it's very
awkward for me to have a discussion cf this nature. I listened
carefully to Jack's report, and I haven't heard any arguments
in favor, if that indeed is what he's proposing, I haven't
heard the arguments in favor of us issuing the call for the for-
mation of an independent Chicano party. 4o that I don't know
whether or not I would be in favor of such a call, of us taking
such a position, if I heard the arguments,

I think that there is a significant and qualitative dife
ference, in my opiniuvn, between the stand that we take in rela-
tion to the struggle of Black people for their liberation, and
our call ror an independent Black party, and the premises for it,
I toink that there's a difference, a very significant differ-
ence, between that situation and the situation in the Chicano
novenent, I don't think I have the time to indicate in any
degree, anv significant ‘degree, what these differences are.

But 1 think that the diiferences can be just briefly alluded to.

_ For one thing I want to make something clear. Two things

I want to make clear. I think it's completely nroper for the

oP to make a determination on whether or not to give support

to the concrete expression of independent political action by

an oppressed national minority. I think it's within the frame-
work of established party positions on this question to do that
once it arises -- it flows from the general question, our general
approach to the question of self-determination, which is a right
of seli-determination, a right of oppressed minorities to make
their own determination about which direction they're going to



take to win their freedom from oppression. So that if it arises
in the Chicano¢ conmunity, the Black community, the Puerto kican
community, certainly, on the basis of the concrete situation,
it's within the domain of the party to make a tactital deci-
sion on whether or not we should give critical support to one
or another particular expression; of this plenciienon. 1 think
in ¢eneral we should entourage it when it atises,

I listened to Jack's arcuwments, preceding his statement
that I read to you, that were the prenises, apparently, and he
seemed to indicate that there was some sentiment in the Chicano
community for independent Chicano political action., The only
thing I was able to put ny finger on was the reference to a
repoxrt by the CP of a convention of Chicanos, in which they
were surprised that iloyball was not endorsed by this conier-
ence, He c¢id not indicate any concrete expression of any senti-
ment, with the one exception that it's on the agenda of this
coning conference in Denver. I understand also that we had a
little to do with the fact that it is on the agenda. How much
is not clear to me, but we did have something to do with the
fact that it's on the agenda.

I think Jack was absolutely ri¢ht when he raised the
question that "we don't know," when he stated that "we don't
know wiiat form indevendent political action is going to take in
the Chicano community." Thether it's yoing to take the form of
a national party oxr whether it's going to take the form of =z
labor party. There have been both expressions., There was one
case where Chicanos sllied with some Teamsters, or they largely
composed the ranks of some Teamsters' organization somewhere in
the South, where they ran indenendent candidates along the
lines of a labor party. It was a labor party expression oi
independent political action.

Now, Jack says, "we don't know." I don't know. I think
it's prewature for us to settle this question, and we do in a
mannexr of speaking, settle the question -~ which we may have to
reverse in = matter of a year or so if the mood appears to be
going in a different direction in the Chicano community -—- of
which direction the Chicano wovement is going to go. &8s 1
indicated in the bevinning, I thought there were important dii-
ferences, Some of these differences are, for exauple, the
fact that ny experiences, which are very limited, my experiences
with Chicanos, Mexican-Americans, is that their attitudes of
alienation from the white working class, or the working class
as a whole, is nowhere approaching the attitudes of alienation
in the Black comniunity, and that the concept of Chicano indepen-
dent political action to ne anpears to be a judgement that is
highly premature, as not flowing from the noods that prevail in
the Chiicano community.

If you'll remember, that was an important factor in oux
decision to advance as an agitational demand -- that's what a
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slogan is -- we've already begun to use it in our election
cawpaign in California -- the slogan of a Chicano party. I
don't think it was proper to begin in that fashion, But all
things asice, when you raise that in the foru of a slogan it's
more than just an educational idea. It's an agitational de-
mand, otherwise it doesn't have any meaning,

I don't think it's correct: for us at this stage, I don't
think we have enough information. Perhaps the comrades do have
more information at their disposali But it hasn't been made
available to me. Now I undexrstand there is a tour report by
Joel in the folder that was given to us this morning, but I
haven't had a chance to read it, Iaybe that would answer nany
of my questions, But uy general feeling is that if the report
by Jack ~= if its significance and meaning is that welre taking
a position in favor of calling for the formation of a Chicano
party -- I think it's a little premature.

Halsteac: I want to touch on the point made about the Chicano
groups anc the nationalism that is expressing itself, I party
has been formed in some of the southern counties of Texas where
there is a majority of Chicano people, some 80 pexrcent, and they
are on the ballot., < separate independent party has been formed
whicli lLias succeeded in getting on the ballot. The name of the
ballot party is La iiaza Unida, The iiexican Race United -- harxdly
a party with a nane designed to appeal to the ¢gringo vote, ..t
this point they are getting themselves together.

sell: Unfortunately we really don't have sufficient information
about the formation of this Chicano party in the southern areas

of Texas in order to make any kind of definitive or even paxrtially
definitive statement about what is happening with it and what oux
position shiould be in relationship to it, ile're attempting to

get that inioruation and hopefully we'll be able to get it, but
we don't have it right now.

But we do know a few things from newspaper reports and from
sone contact we have with an individual who secems to be in the
leacdership of the development there. ..nd the first thing we
tnow is that they're not all talk. They haven't proclaimed
somethiing and then sat back waiting for large numbers of Chicanos
to rally around them to make it a reality. They actually went
out anc did the kind of hard work that must be done to get a
party on the ballot in order to run a campai¢n and reach large
nunbeis of people., ..nd they did it without us; they did it
without our issuing the call, without our sitting down and going
turough the election code wmanual, they did it without our doing
the kinds of things we did, on a different scale, in Hichijan,,
for éxzmple, in the initial stages of the Freedom How Party.
They did all that themselves,

Tuey did not create a statewide organization which would
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have required a tremendous amount of signatures, finances, etc.
They're working at the county level, but even at that level,
they went out and ¢ot the required number of signatures on
petitions, they did everything they had to do. They ¢got them-
selves, as far as we know, legally declared an official party
and they're running candidates. This shows the seriousness of
purpose and understanding of some of the mechanics you have to
go through in order to build that kind of a formation -« which
many groups haven't shown in the past. They have announced
that they are doing this at this time, and on this scale, in
order to build toward something larger. This again shows the
kind of seriousness and appreciation of what you have to do to
builé a lavger organization. In other words, they say that they
are using the county campaign to build themselves a base, to
mobilize forces, to gain experience, etc. in order to lzunch
larger campaigns, such as state campaigns, in the near future.
50 this does show us something about them right from the start
which indicates a seriousness and an appreciation of what it
takes to really be what they call a third party in Texas.

How, we do know sonething about the individual who appears
to be a leading figure in this developnent, Conrrade Marianna
Hernandez has had contact with hin, Iiis name is Gutierrez and
he secus to be ¢enuinely committed to what we call real inde-
pendent political action., He seems to be a very leading figuve,
not only in this particular movement but in the student movenent
in the area and he is in contact with Chicanos all over the
area as far as we can tell. oso in this sense, it does appear
right now that the development there is a healthy one. Ue're
going to try to f£ind out more about it, we're going to watch it
very carefully, as carefully as we can, we're going to establish
as close contact with it as we possibly can, and you'll be able
to read about it in internal reports and articles in The Militant.

By the way there has been information about it which has
appesrec in The liilitant, either in the last issue or the pre-
vious one. It was just a straight objective report of what
they've cone to date. Jack referred to it in his report as
well., Uo we do have some information which is ¢getting out to
the party.

LinZed to this development, but not directly related, is
the experience that some of our comrades had in ¢giving some of
our propaganda material to the people involved in the wmovement
down there, I think you will recall that there was an article
in The Hilitant about the Crystal City high schoolers who boy-
cotted thie school in oxder to present a list of demands and who
were successful in many respects. Marianna llernandez, who is
running for U.3. Senator on our ticket in Texas, went down to
Crystal City when they were holding a big rally to decide their
final steps in this struggle, OShe went down there with two
othexr comrades, another party comrade and a Yower. They took
sample Militants to give out, because we'd never been down to
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that area and we wanted to start off by giving sample Militants.
We also took our election leaflet. On one side of the leaflet
we had a2 statement supporting not only the struggle of the
students in Crystal City, but similar struygles that had taken
place in the area; and on the back side of the leaflet we had
our total »rogram, which emphasizes the war and self-determina-
tion and includes a point about independent political action in
the Black and Chicano communities,

Then the comrades came back they told with dismay about
an incident which nhad occurreé there. They handed out their
sample Militants and were handing out their election leaiflets
when one of the Chicanos stood up on some kind of a soap box
and began a tirade against these reds, these radicals, coning
down there, "ife don't want to have anything to cdo with these
kinds of people,” he said, and he called for everyone to turn
in their Militants and election leaflets to make a large bonfire.
ell this kind of shook the comrades up. This was the first tine
they had ever done anything like this,. they were new conrades,
and here all of a sudden they were confronted with this type of
thing and they were pretty upset. But I asked them what happened.
&-nd they csaid two people turned in the newspaper and the guy
burned them, and everyone else just stood around very quietly
watching, but holding onto their Militents and election leaflets.,

Now there's an old saying -- one swallow doesn't nake a
spring; we can't project from this one incident that we are going
to have this kind of an effect or that we're going to do great
things all over Texas because people are ¢going to reject anti-
communism, antiradicalism and accept us with open azms. It is
just one example, and we'll see how it fits in with other ex-
periences in the course of the campaign. We'll see if there's
a pattern., /.S one example, I thought it was & healthy sign that
the first time the people there saw the Socialist Vorkers Party
canpaiyn literature, it seemed to be fairly well accepted., I
thought it was a pretty good sicn in that resnect,

Gaxza: Comrade Chairman, comrades, I cannot really describe how
pleased I was that the political report spent so much time on
the Hispano and Chicano movements. But I think the question
raised by Nat is a very appropriate and a very good one because
when we vote for the adoption of the general line of this report,
I assume it will mean that we stand for and will push the slogan
of a Chicano party as well as a Puerto iican party. 4né we
should not be surprised, and Nat is perfectly correct, in ny
opinion, when he says the anger and the alienation of the lis-
panos in this country toward what they call ".nglo" society is
not as deep as that of Black people. But that of the Blacks is
very, very deep, The Chicano also has many, many beefs with
capitalist society and that movement has grown and been inspired
by the struggle of the Blacks. e rnust undexrstand that.

In his report I think Jack touched on the fact that these
movenients were coming to life before the :.anevican revolution.
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Now as these movenmnents begin to take place, put forward their
denmancis, we must also expect them to look about to see how to
carry out these cemands., They are not just demands that can

be carried out by the seizure of a school during a strike. e
pointed this out many times. The movement, the workex's nove-

ment, needs a political arm. Just as it is impossible to tell

the Black that he must wait for the umerican working class to

form a labor party, we cannot say that to the Chicano or to the
Puerto lican,

Now your experience is probably a very valid one, This
idea of political action is not a deep one, not yet; but it is
an idea that has been seized by the vanguard of the movenents
and that, to us, is very important because they will be the ones
to educate the rest of the movement.,

I think that the report by Joel on the intervention that
we project in the Denver conference should be. very important
for the party as well as for the way that this movement is going
to express itself, the forms that it's going to find. It would
be foolish for anyone to say that this is going to be the con-
ference of the movement, but this is the direction we want to
see it going in. Ve want to see independent parties of the mi-
norities, I think the reason for that is very simple. Our
major task in this country is the destruction of the political
apparatus that the bcurgeoisie has used to dominate the working
class and minorities of this country, principally the Democratic
Party. :.nd that has been a coalition, an unholy coalition of
capitalists, workers, Blacks, Chicanos, landlords, tenants and
racists. It is our objective to remove this impediment, this
object that stands before the politicalization of the working
class., i.nd these parties will begin and accelerate that process,
In acddition -- and these arguments you have made yourself, Nat,
in talking about what a Black political party will do to serve
as a catalyst upon the main body of the imerican working class -—=-
it will serve as an example. When Blacks are organized politically,
when Chiicanos are oxganized politically, the rest of the working
class will not be far behind.

Now this conference is important to us for another reason,
It can serve to raise the consciousness and understanding of
the nationalist groups that exist in this countrzy among all the
minority races. liany have already arriveé¢ at the point where
they understand or feel that political action, a political party,
is important., The Black Panthers have pointed that out. They
were ¢oing to form a political party. UWhen you talk to people
of the Young Loxds, they say, "Yes, we have learned. We want a
nolitical party. ‘Te are a political party." However, as yet
they do not project challenying the Democratic Party in elec-
tions. This conierence could serxve very well to begin this
education nationally, because if we are able to intervene suc-
cessiully and raise this question we will then be able to take
the news of this conference throughout the rest of the country.
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I know that here in New York it's going to have a txemencous
inpact among the Young Lords, because although they talk about a
political party, they're stlll in a very reforuist bag, They
don't com)letely see the logic of a political party. They're
still stuck in the game of a ghetto salvation army. They think
it's very iuaportant. It does have sore positive aspects. It
shows their sériousness in trying to get to the coumunity. Jut
our job is to raise that political consciousness. I think that
when tue comrades vote on this report they should be very con-
scious that this is one of the things we're going to push,

- Now it's true that the party by and lar¢ge has not had the
opportunity to discuss all aspects of this question and take all
the rawifications into consideration, We certainly have not
spent the tiiie on this question that we did on the Black struggle,
But that should not be very surprising., The Chicano strugyle has
not ¢one throuc¢h all the forms that the Black struggle has., They
are building on that experience and I think that we can do the
same on the basis of the resolutions we have bhassed. Jack is
perifectly coirect; not everything we have learned from the Black
strugyle is applicable to the Chicano and Puerto Rican struggles.
But this fundamental point is: they will have to have their own
political expression.

Thomas: I want to make several comments along some of the lines
that Jick just made. I think the inportant point in terwms of
being able to ¢ras) the character of this whole radicalization,
especially within the T]lld World community as a whole, is the
point about the Third World struggles that Jack made; that is,
the importance of understanding the different demands anc the
different concrete organizations of the different national groups
-- not just talking about Third ilorld struggles in general.

In part, the stress on Third Yorld consciousness, while it

is good, flows to a certain degree from the ultraleftism of
certain elements of the vanguard of this movement. Certain
aspects of it flow from the lack of appreciation, lack of under-
standing of the problems of orientlng towaxcd the mass., The
vangu**c of this movement ¢generalizes and understands to a good
degree that the struggle is not only the stiruggle of their own
particular national ninority, but the struggle of all the dif-
ferent national minorities, and to an increasing degree understancs
that it is the struggle of the entire population and working class.
But tuey have this problem that we face in the whole youth radi-
calization, of substitutism. That is, they're not concerned
with the JuSo level of consciousness, but center around their own
level of consciousness. There is a tendency to focus away from
the pure nationalist conceptions of the mass, which hasn't (one
throuygh this whole process, which doesn't Lnde rstand fully, con-

retely and intellectually about the whole dynamic of capitalisi.
The mass is still very much moving around a nationalist basis.
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The whole thrust of groups like the Panthers, and even the
Young Loids, in terms of the Third World concept and the "power
to the people" concept (which becomes more popular than the
Black power, more known I think) flows from this lack of under-
standin,. There is a failure to relate to the basic nationalist
consciousness in the community, and also, to a certain extent,

a groging, but an incorrect groping, toward the concept of oullu-
ing a evolutlonary party. Even the Rainbow Coalition idea of
‘the Panthers is the wrong approach to this problem. It shows
lack of understanding of the nationalist radicalization. Alot

of the Fanthers hexre in New York have complained that they ¢get
more white »neople to their demonstrations, even when they holad
then in the Black community, than they get Blacks.

I think it's important for us to understand the nationalist
character of the radicalization of Chicanos, Puerto Ricans and
the others that is ¢going on. Even to the extent that some groups
still are on the level of integration, they are dealing with the
national question as a political question, as opposed to just
seeiny it as an economic or purely class problem; because it is
not., That's why we project in the Black struggle, and the report
given tolay projects for the Chicano struggle, the calling for a
Black political party on a nationalist basis.,.

e don't call for something because we think it will develop
imwediately. Ue're not abstract. Ue call for a Black political
party, and if this report is passed for a Chicano polltlcal
party, because we think it would be the best thing that could
occur, It is the best thing that can occur politically in texrus
of neeting the needs of the mass radicalization that will go on,
There will be other forms, of course., e're materialists, we're
dialecticians , we understand that things don't always develop
along the best possible norm. There will be aberrations that
develop. The best possible norm, I think, would be for the
development at this stage of a mass Black polltical party and
for @ sinilar developuent for the other national winorities. This
wouldé be best in terms of being able to reach, organize anc no-
bilize the masses, understanding the national character of the
current radicalization.

Nat brought out a good point that I think there should be
sone discussion on -- whether o:r not our slogan for a Black
politicel party is agitational or not. I know when I first
came into the movement until sometime after I joined the party,

I used to think that our dewand for a Black political party was

an agitational demand, as Hat said it was. It's not, Our demand
for a Black political party would be an agitational demand if we
were agitating people to build a Black political party. e ar

not going out on the streets and saying "Join the Black political
party, start a Black political party."” The period today is thie
period of propaganda for the formation of a Black political party.
e are not yet at the stage of calling for that in an agitationzl
way. ‘e are propagandizing for that idea, drawing together cadres,
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gettiny that idea out in the mass nmovement and developing in the
mass movement the base for that party as was outlined in the

convention resolution, the Transitional Program for Black Lib-

eration.

I¢'s in that sense that we have to approach the whole prob-
len of & Chicano party. If anything the indications of the
concrete foundations of the kind of Chicano political party we
want, the developments that are outlined in the report, are nuch
closer then anything we have seen toward a Black political partye.
&nd it's because oi the combined development that was outlined,
it's because of learning the lessons of the Black liberation
movenent, The movement around Corky Gonzales that is calling
the conierence in Denver is a movement of a certain mass base
in its locality. e sentiment for a Chicano party exists
within cexrtain sections of the vanguard of the Chicano movement
and soue peopdle have cowme out and organized it in Texas., le do
not ithink, as was outlined in Joel'sreport, that right now we
are at the stage for agitation for this party. ihat we will be
wanting to o to Venver with is an idea foxr the entire Chicano
novenent, the propaganda for a mass political party. I think
that was iwplicit in Jack's report -- the propacanda stage, the
different stages they're at. Before the formation of such a party
we will see more of what is happening in certain parts of Texas
and in Denver, Ue don't see the best strategy for building a
mass Chicano party in &ztlan in the formation of groups around
immediate ajitation for such a party, but through propaganda and
formation of cadres around that question,

And one of the reasons why I don't think it was necessary
to have as full a discussion on the Chicano struggle as we've had
on the Black struggle is because of the discussion that's ¢one
on in this party over the past years on the national question in
terus oif the Black liberation movement. ile have had the same
kind of combined development within the party as happens between
the Cluicano and the Black movement., This party has been ecducated
on the national question in a very intense fashion, not just in
terms of the peculiarities of the Black struggle, but in the
general character of a national struggle., ile can apply some of
the lessons about the general thrust of the national struggle
that we've learned in the Black struggle to the Chicano struggle.

Britton: I also want to deal with the very important question

of the developments in the Chicano movement and the recent call
for o« Cluicano party. First of all, just on the factual matter,
this is not simply a question that is "on the agenda" at the con-
ference in Denver, It is to be a major focus of the conference
in Denver, as has been indicated in all of the conference pub-
licity. iiost of the nublicity of the conference has indicated
that it hias been called to form such a party. It is not just

an idea that has come up and was put on the agenda.

Now, for the sake of dGealing with the basic question, let
us abstract from the question of whether or not anyone has called
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for a Chicano party, and let's assume for the moment that no
Chicanos have called for a Chicano party -- just as it is help-
ful to clarify some basic thinking to abstract from the question
of whether or not anyone in the labor rovement is calliny for a
labor party. Very few people are, yet we're for it, Of course,
it's tactically helpful to us if some Chicano ¢roups have called
for a Dorty. The developments in Texas, which we reported im-
mediately in The Hilitant, and the developments around Corky
Gonzales and the Crusade for Justice are very helpful in getting
across our ideas on the perspectives for a Chicano movenent,

First of all, assuninc no one has called for a Chicano
party, cren't Chicanos an oppressed nationality? Leave aside
for the mowment whatever Chicano you've talked to who isay not
seem as alienated as Black people you've talked to. i.ren't
Chicanos a nationality, an oppressed nationality? Now, soue
facts point to their being an oppressed nationality, but in other
ways it is not so clear, For example, a couple of decades ago,
most lexicans living in .merica made protests and denaznded to be
called Caucasian on census forms, etc., They didn't want to be
considered an oppressed nationality. They wanted to assimilate,
just lilke most Blacks wanted to or many Blacks wanted to. But
more and more Chicanos think that they are a national minority.
This is the crucial thing, just as we said it was the crucial
thing about Black nationalism -- even though &ll Blacks don't
live in some little part of the country whore we can conveni-
ently draw a borcder and say yes, that's a nation. If people
think they're an oppressed national ninority, that is a vexry
important consideration, and that in essence makes them an op-
pressecd national minority, especially taken with all of the other
obvious characteristics they have of being an oppressed nationality.

How axre they oppressed? It's obvious they're oppressed be-
cause they're Chicanos., If you take the statistics on ecducation,
jobs, liealthi, and everything else, you find that in many of

hese cateyories Chicano peonle are more oppressed than Blacks,
whom we consider to be an oppressed nationality. They're also
oppressed as workers, Illost Chicanos live in cities and most
adult Chicanos are workers, ox would like to be workers. They're
not & peasantry or some other kind of class. They're urban and
working class.

Is theixr desire to control the barrios, to control the
Chicano communities and to reclaim i.ztlan, to reclain that paxt
of the country which Mexican people used to owa and control —-
is it progressive? Is it revolutionary, this desire to control
the schools, to control the police -~ all the things that wvere
outlined in the plan of iztlan, which was publishecd in The
Militant? ‘Tell contrxol, that is, power by onpressed people, is
what we're all about. i.nd when oppressed people start controle
ling the institutions that exist in their communities, that is
very progressive, that is very revolutionary, and that's waat

seli=determination is all sbout.
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»sre these strugyles divisive? Chicanos want to contzrol
the Chicano community; is that divisive or reactionary in any
way, as Progressive Laborz would say about Black nationalism?
e don't have to start all over with the Chicano strugyle; we've
learned alot after long discussions on Black nationalismn. ile
can say, no, it's not divisive when Chicanos foxm a Chicano
caucus in a trade union or when Chicanos attenpt to organize to
control their own communities.

Does the Democratic Party control the Chicano community?
That's an important consideration. Yes, the Democratic Party
does. liost Chicanos in most areas vote for the Democratic
Party if they vote =- which is true of the Black community, and
is also true of the labor movement. S50 we shouldn't be worried
about the fact that some new political formation of Chicanos
that nmicht Cevelop night somehow be some kind of a cover for the
Democratic Party, ‘

That is the crucial next step for any oppressed group,
national ¢roup or the working class in the United States which
organizes independent political action in the form of demon-
strations and in other ways? The crucial next step is for these
movenents also to engage in electoral action., &8s we have said
many times, it doesn't do a damn bit of good to picket soieone
one Cay and vote for him the next., So it's crucial for us to
project this important step.

Now, is a mass independent Chicano party the best form to
unite and mobilize Chicano people in street actions, in electoral
actions, and all of the other ways that oppressed people take
to ¢ain contirol over their lives? I would say it is., I would
say that we can certainly find a parallel with what we've said
about the Black struggle. e shouldn't go throuch the Black
transitional program ancd cross out the word "Black," and write
in "Chicano,® but at the same time we shouldn't forget the whole
discussion and analysis that we've had of the Black movement.
He should apply it to other oppressed nationalities of this
country which have alot of similar characteristics,

Can we advocate the formation of an independent Chicano
party (ox a party for any other oppressed minority) before
masses of Chicanos do, or is it premature? Does it cut across
thei:r right to self-determination somehow? I definitively think
we can say, yes, we can, He've ¢got to have an answer when
people aporoach us., i.sian-imericans are going to be approaching
us in California and saying "that do you think we should co?"
They're ¢oing to e oxrganizing demonstrations, etc., ‘e're going
to lLiave to have discussions on the electoral guestion. i1l
these things are politiczl., i.re we just going to say that all
radicalizing ..sian-:mericans should join the 35377®, all radicalizing
«~«Sian-..nericans should join a labor party that doesn't exist, or
wait foxr a laboxr party to coile into existence, or join a Black
party oxr Chicano party? There will be cases in sone arcas where
Indians and Chicanos may form a common party because oif special



circumstances, but it is not at all inappropriate for us, it is
perfectly principled for us to project the formation oi inde-
pendent parties based on the oppreSSed groups involved,

Jones: I thought the question which faces the plenum was posed
quite accurately, and that is: what's before us is the oppor-
tunity to become the very center of the radical movement., It's
crystal clear, and the only question I have, and it can't be
answered, is how big we will actually become if we fulfill those
opportunities that are before us. I think it's important that
alot of the discussion has revolved around the Chlcano struggle
because it is precisely around something like that, that we're
going to become the ceriter of the radical movenent and the
sizable organlzation it looks like we can become.

Far from it bein¢ premature, I think that it's precisely
around mobilizing thé party and campaigning to support and build
the Chicano conference that we will get the gains that we want
for cur own organization.

How, I know alot has been said about the Chicano strugyle,
but I'd like to underline a couple of points. It has been szid
many times that our position on this flows from our position
on the Black strugyle, but I must disagree with that cuite
strongly. It does not. What it flows from is our understand-
ing and theoxry oi the national question as it applies to the
conciete lilstory of the Chicano people. That's where it comes
fron,

ile say the Chicanos are an oppressed national ninority.
They weire not assimilated into the United iltates for very con-
crete reasons, They were here first, and throughout the whole
southwest they established a colony which was in large measure
just transierred from 3pain through Mexico City. Conditions in
the Couthwest were very similar to Spain. WNWow, I'm not quite
sure wihat the class nature of that colony was, But it did exist,
and it certainly was not advanced capitalism., But, in the nic-
1800s, you had the advance of the railroads, the gold rush, etc.
which swept across the Southwest and found 1t very necessa:y
to crush that econowty that ex1sted, the culture that went along
with it, the religion, the ties of those people. They were
pushed cdown. ..nd ever since the Chicanos have existed as 2 re-
serve agiay of unem>loyed ihat Joel said about them being
partlcula *ly oppressed, even nore so than Blacks, is cquite true
in wany areas of the uouthwest. One of the distinctive features
of Chicanos, for instance, is what they term linguistic handi-
cap -- they know neither English nor Spanish very well -- which
is a unanifestation of the oppression that exists, They are an
oppressed national minority; therefore we support their right of
sel;—c termination,

llow, the entire history of the Chicano people has been one
of independent political action. It takes many cifferent forms,
around essentially a nationalist character. In the developuent



of the i.merican econony, as it cawe across the West, there were
many, wmany violent battles, armed warifare in fact in a couple

of cities in the Southwest in the last century. Chicanos have
taken over cities and attenpted to administer them and have
adninistered then, Some of the great american "folk heroes,

such as Kit Carson, were the ones that led the army troops 1nuo
those cities to csusn the Chicanos and kill then. Iloreover,

the Chicanos were the f£irst onés to call a s%rike in California
and caxry it off. In the thirties the Chicanos supported the

CIO wholelieartedly, not as Chicano nationalists; that is, they
saw their interests as a nation and also as workers best fulfillecd
by the growth of the CIO, and they supported it quite viJorouﬁly
on that basis. There are all kinds of other exanmples of this in-
dependent political action on the part of Chicanos.

tle're not just discussing this in our party for the first
tine, e have a rich history of dealing with it, not as rich
as, say, our history on the Black struggle, but we have dJdealt
with it, For instance in '47 or '49, I forgét which, we were
quite energetic, quite involved in supporting loyballfor city
council. i.n organization came into existence -- I believe it
was called the Community Services Organization -- which was a
Chicano based organization, and fought for the Chicano people.
Lnd they had put forward Royball as their candidate, I believe
it was for the city council. &nd not only ¢id we support hin,
our pariy was quite active in building that campaign, even to
the jpoint, I believe, of going out and helping to get si¢gna-
tures, organizing the actual petitioning to get him on the
ballot. .nd, moreover, iioyball won the election., Then the
witchhunt cawe, and we saw the degeneration of Royball to the
point now wihere he's a Democratic Party hack of the worst ordexr
But we were involved in that campaign, and the articles in The
wuilitant are qulte interesting. For instance, the word nation-
alisn is used in the articles as a bad word, so to speak, That
is, it says Royballs cawpaign is not nationalist. But if you
read the article carefully, it's very clear that it was a
nationalist cawpaign., His program is described as being in the
intexest of the Chicano people; he was running as a representa-
tive of the Chicano community, etc. ..nd we were cquite active
in theat campaign.

Tell, with the witchhunt and the decline of activity in
the labor wovement, the Black struggle, etc., the Chicano nove-
ment paralelled them, and was not quite as active. But as the
radicalization deepens, Chicanos, too, are starting up again.

<~ nuber of our cawpaigns in the last 3, 4, 5 years have
put forward the slogan of calling foxr a Chicano party, most
notably, in L.i. & couple of years ago., I believe that in the
last election campai¢gn in New York we calleé for a Puerto Rican
party. :nd currently, I believe in both the California and the
Texas canpaiyns, we'xve calling for it. So it's not really sone-
thing that's ulttlng us fresh here. 7le do have a history of this
position. .(nd, I think, far from the slogan being premature at



this time, it's overcdue. iind what we must do, I think, is go
on a campaign footing to build the Chicano conference in Denver
and to give it as much support as we can.

Boutegle. Very briefly, on the Chicanos. They're the second
largeést nonwhite group in this country, and I think that a
Chicano political party would be a very important radicalizing
factor in this country. It could be something that the Black
moverient and other movements in this country could learn from.
And it could do a great deal tdward helping to make the Ameri-
can revolution., The Southwest is 2 very 1nportant area., So

I'm all for publicizing this concept and worklng to build a
Chicano novenent;

Camejo: I want to say something very brlefly abiout the Chicano
party, 1 agree coupletely with what Joel and Lew have said, so
I'm N6t going to repeat any of those argumentss 1 sinply want

to falh about the tactical questlon of how we should relate to
the movement what stage it's at in terms of the Chicano party.
I think we must be careful on the question of whether this slogan
is propagandistic or agitational, I thlnk the situation is right
in between the two and that we need a transitional concept

in dealing with it. That is, there actually are Chicano parties
in existence, there are candxaateg who are running. Yet, the
stage is Suill mainly propagandistic. The basic point that I
think we have to make is that we're talking about a mass party.
# mass party. e're not just talking about a party, but a nass
party. The vasic concept is very simple. There are two revolus
tionary forces in this SBociety that are going to make the thixrd
Aperican revolution: the working class and the oppressed
nationalities. e're for either of those groups breaking from
ruling class politics. But we're talking about a mass break.
We're not talking about some group that sets up a title, or a
specific candidate who runs.

iThat we've yot to do at that Chicano conference is say,
concerning those parties that already exist on the ballot, "that's
good. If a group of Chicanos wants to run a candidate, that's
good, In fact, running candidates is in itself a propaganda act
for the uass Chicano party." ~»8 long as that emphasis is put on
it, you can see how we're not in any way saying, *hold back" by
the fact that we still think the slogan is in a pr opaganolstlc
stage. In fact, at the conference we may have to avoid using
the word, "propagandistic," because it would be misunderstood,
since the conference was called to act. But it would ba a tacti-
cal error ior the conference to declare itseli a party, to create
the shell witlhout the content., There has to be a »rocess. hat
we've ot to say is that "we've got to go out to the field,
campaicn for tuis concept, run candidates, come back in a year,
relate tlue experiences, and begin to build this party from the
base up."” That's the sort of concept that we should project.
and we've got to participate in that process. Alot of things
are ¢oiny to happen in that process, alot of things that can't
be predicted,



WHeinstein: I'm a minority again, just like I was a minority in
San Francisco., I'a in the minority more often than I like to be
in the minority, and I wasn't going to belabor the question,

No, I'm not convinced, comrades. I listened carefully to
the arguuents that were presented, and it appeared to nme as
though the comrades were knocking down a straw man, that they
were setting up themselves. I tried to make clear without ¢go-
ing into a big thing that I do consider the Chicano people to
be an oppressed national minority. ihat do you have to do, spell
it out? The question is asked as if there were some question
here, Hobocdy has raised the question., That's not the issue,

The issue is not whether they're an oppressed (national) minority.
I think Lew is partly right when he says that the idea of calling
for a Chicano party doesn't flow from our position on the Black
stiuggle, I agree with that part of what he said., I don't agree
that it does flow from our position on self-determination.

I'm not a big reader of Lenin, He wrote so much, I've ot
all kinds of voluues at home, but I very rarely open them up.
It overwhelms me., But recently, as a result of the fact that
this ceame up, I've been ¢oing through some of Lenin's works anc
I read a couple oi paragraphs here and a couple of paragraphs
there; at the same time I'm trying not to practice the policy
of selective quotation., It's very easy to pick a quote here and
a quote there, and I could make a gyood case. But what coues
through ©o e == despite my care I hope I'm not being subjective
in ny intespretation of what Lenin said -~ is the clear in-
pression, I think it's an accurate impression, that Lenin is
warning specifically against this kind of a thing. That the
revolutionary socialist party does not advocate a separate party
for the oppressed winorities, In one place he says it in so
many words, he says there's a2 difference on the question of sepa-
ration of a state, the iforuwing of a separate national state.

I've jot to make one explanatory point, I don’'t know if
the situation ever arose in Burope of the question of a party
of an oppressed national minority. I don't know. 1I've never
seen any reference to this problem in the movement. Iliaybe thexre
is. Very likely, I suppose, if you look back in history, the
nature of the European nations, there always were parties, there
were bourgeoisies, there were separate economies, there wvas a
different kind of a national winority than we see here in the
United states, that we're dealing with in the case of the Black
comuuinity, or in the case of the Chicanos., 1It's an entirely
different thing, had an entirely different origin, we all know
that. Jo that we can't specifically refer to any discussion and
debate over whether you advocate the formation of 2 national
party of the oppressed because I don't think it's ever arisen.

Un the other hand, I get the very clear impression firom
Lenin, he was very hard on warning against bourgeois national
parties. i.nd warning against the workers of that oppressed
nation he said, at one point, inadvertantly falling into an



alliance with one or another national bourgeoisie; of course he's
talking in another connection, where there are big powers in-
volved, like in Biafra, and Nigeria. Here that's not the case.
In the case of the Chicanos or the Blacks there arxe no big powers
involved., But he was always very careful to warn, and it flows
from the whole idea of the independence of the worklng class, even
on the questlon of the right of oppressed nations, and thut'v what
we're talk 1ng about. iHe's also very clear about whlch tak
precedence, the democratic demands, which this is a part of o
the soc1allst denmands, within the franeWo < of the denands flow-
ing out of the needs o; the working class in a socialist revo-
lution, ‘hich takes precedence’

It's an entirely different matter, comrades, to support the
formation and the call that emanates from the Chicano community,
and fox us to call for its These are two different things., 1
don't thlnP it's necessary to wait until it's cleaxr, you iinow,
some way in which we determine; obviously there's not 301ng Lo be

a nlebiscite. e don't have to wait until tHe evidence is over
whelming that that's the aspiration, that's the feeliny, that's
the objective demand, that's the form which the Chicano people
wish to develop. Ue don't have to wait until it's overwheluning
us., But I think we have to wait until there is significant
evidence and as yet I don't thinit that there is.

I know that there have been Chicano parties ... . there's
a lon¢ history. Tony Camejo, who has done a good study of the
mattexr, and made some important contributions, the little dis-
cussion we had in the Bay ..rea, these indicate there's a whole
history, but of an entirely different kind of Chicano party.
They were the remnants of the nation that did exist on the soil
of the United iGtates with the whole classic _setup of an econowny,
a whole governuent, and sheriffs and everything else, or what-
ever ithey called them. I don't know whether they called then
sheriffs or not. So what we're dealing with is something a little
bit different.

«.nd there isn't the evidence yet that this is the will of
the Chicano community. One last point is this: there's a big
difference, dififerences that there is, as far as I can tell 2
Chicano bourgeoisie, if there's not one here in the United 5tates,
there's one right across the border, that has an influence. lHaybe
the whole culture of the lmerican Chicanos is different fxom the
Mexicans, but there can be an interplay, that's not the case with
the Black liberation movement. ..nother very important point, I
think that in thie case of our calling for a Black party, that was
g very exceptional step on our part., I don't think there's any
precedent for it. I think it was correct. :ind I think it flowed
from an entirely different consideration, than simply the xight
of a nation to seli-~determination. It flowed from the reality.

’e had to demonstrate that we were really for the fight oi
a nation fo:r self-determination, the right of Black people to
seli-Ceternination within a very special context. ‘hat was that



context? That context was & whole leadership ranging from the
labor bureaucrats, the vemocratic party, the Black leadership
itself, the pacifists of every variety who were saying, “"You
gotts stay within this bag we put you in,"

‘Thich means no selfi-defense, we have a mass movement ¢oing,
which is different from the advocates of self-defense now in a
vacuui, but in the context of a mass movement, they were polemi-
cizing and restraining the masses from defending themselves
against racist attacks, and from stepping out in their own in-
terests, and they did this in what name? In the name of black-
white unity. In the name, very often; and it always crept up,
of an clliance between the Black movement and the labor movVement.
e had to cut through that, and I think that was an important
considexation in our projecting the demand before it arose in the
Black community, of an independent Black party. - I do not think,
comrades, I have alot more to say on it, but I'll stop herei I
Go not think that this is the case with the Chicanos.

How, I'm going to vote for the report, with the reservation
that I do not agree, and am not voting for the point that
authorizes the party to raise the slogan and project the idea oif
the formation of an independent Chicano party.



